Generation to Generation

Deuteronomy 6:4—9
Rev. Yaqub Kashif

Grace and peace to you, dear church.
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Every year in Korea, the season of Chuseok arrives like a song carried on the wind. The highways swell
with cars returning to their roots, homes come alive with laughter, tables bend under the weight of fruit
and rice cakes, and generations meet around the same table to remember. Chuseok is more than a holiday
it is memory wrapped in gratitude; it is heritage carried in the hands of the living and passed on to the
hands of the young.
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But Israel too had its own season of memory. It was not tied to the turning of autumn or the ripening of
fields. It was every day, morning and evening, the heartbeat of their identity. Fathers spoke it to their sons,

mothers whispered it to their daughters, children recited it as they drifted to sleep. The words were
simple, yet thundered through history:
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“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deut. 6:4-5)
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This was the Shema. To hear. To remember. To live. To pass on. It was their inheritance.
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In a land crowded with idols and false gods, Israel stood and confessed: The LORD is one. Other nations
bowed to many; Israel clung to One. They could lose land, status, even freedom but as long as they
remembered God, they remained his people.
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Chuseok reminds us of our ancestors, their names etched in stone, their stories retold at the table. Yet
Scripture whispers with a sharper urgency: Remember the Lord. As Psalm 127:1 warns, “Unless the
LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” Bloodline may falter, wealth may fade,
tradition may shift, but if the Lord is our foundation, our house will stand.
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And the Shema does not pause at remembrance. It rushes deeper: “Love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.” This is not half-hearted love, not devotion by
convenience, not leftovers on the table of God. Korean families would never bring half-spoiled fruit or
broken offerings to a Chuseok table.
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F.They prepare the finest to show honor. How much more does the living God deserve the very
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best of us our thoughts, our breath, our strength, our wealth, our everything? Jesus Himself called this
the greatest commandment (Matt. 22:37). Paul pleaded with us to offer our very lives as living sacrifices
(Rom. 12:1).
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But there is more. The Shema presses beyond memory and devotion into responsibility: “You shall teach
them diligently to your children... when you sit, when you walk, when you lie down, when you rise.” At
Chuseok, families pass down recipes, rituals, and surnames. Yet Scripture cries: the greatest inheritance is
not property, not education, not even tradition it is faith. “7Train up a child in the way he should go,
Proverbs says, “and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Prov. 22:6).
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Parents, your living room is a sanctuary, your dining table an altar, your bedtime prayers the liturgy of the
next generation. Paul remembered Timothy’s faith, first seen in his grandmother Lois and mother Eunice
(2 Tim. 1:5). The world will give your children many stories, but only you can give them the story that
saves.
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Finally, the Shema commanded Israel to mark their lives with God’s Word tied on their hands, bound

before their eyes, written on doorframes and gates. Faith was not a Sabbath ceremony but a thythm for
sunrise and sunset, for marketplaces and fields, for homes and streets.
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In Korea, walls often bear calligraphy of wisdom and proverbs. But our walls, and even more our lives,

must bear the living Word of God. James warns us not to be hearers only, but doers of the Word (James
1:22). True faith bleeds into daily life how we speak, how we forgive, how we work, how we love.
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or joining family for worship though faith is not yet your own. Hear this: God’s invitation is not limited to
one family line or one tradition. The inheritance of faith is a gift freely offered in Jesus Christ. Just as
Chuseok opens its table to every member of the family, so Christ opens His table to all who come to Him.
This inheritance can begin with you today.
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So, we stand here at Chuseok, surrounded by memories and tradition. We give thanks for ancestors, for
family, and for the harvest of the land. But the Shema pierces us with a greater call. Chuseok celebrates
memory the Shema calls us to remember the Lord. Chuseok celebrates inheritance the Scriptures call us
to pass on faith. Chuseok celebrates harvest God calls us to seek the harvest of souls and generations
changed by His Word.
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loved the Father with all His heart, all His soul, and all His strength even to the cross. And by His
sacrifice, we are welcomed into God’s eternal family, grafted into a heritage that never fades, into a faith
that endures beyond death.
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to 2 SO0{7tAH E| & LILCESo this Chuseok, let us not stop at fruit on the table or stories at the

graveyard site. Let us set before our children and our children’s children the greatest treasure of all a
living, burning faith in God, carried forward from generation to generation.
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“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deut. 6:4-5)
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